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Central Virginia offers a
robust and growing defense
and security sector due to the
region’s proximity to
Washington, D.C., and to the
significant presence of the
U.S. Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA), the National
Ground Intelligence Center
(NGIC) and the National
Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency (NGA) at Rivanna
Station.

DEFENSE AND
NATIONAL SECURITY

FACT SHEET
CENTRAL VIRGINIA

Aerojet Rocketdyne

ECONOMIC IMPACT
The defense industry is the second
largest economic generator in the
region (after the University of
Virginia) with an annual impact of
just over $1.2 billion dollars, according
to a study commissioned by the
Charlottesville Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s Defense Affairs
Committee in 2021.

$130,555
Average annual salary

$1.2 Billion
Contribution to
production activity

357
Number of defense
companies

3,251
Number of workers

QUICK FACTS



Virginia Distillery Company

Proximity to national defense industry centered in
Washington, D.C.

Robust, redundant fiber optics network; multiple
telecommunications networks and electrical power
providers including Dominion Energy,
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative, Central
Virginia Electric Cooperative, CenturyLink and
Ting.

The University of Virginia’s School of Engineering
and Applied Science has expertise in aerospace
technologies, national security applications,
information technology, advanced materials, and
energy technologies.

North Fork  UVA Discovery Park,  a 562-acre, fully
master planned, mixed-use development zoned for
up to 3.7 million square feet of development, is
located less than two miles from Rivanna Station
and the Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport. North
Fork is home to intelligence-gathering government
contractors such as SAIC, CACI, Booz Allen &
Hamilton, and Battelle.

The Central Virginia Partnership for Economic
Development’s Defense Affairs Committee plays a
leading role in advocating for and strengthening
support for economic vitality in region’s defense
industry.

DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF
SUCCESS

For more than half a century, the National Ground Intelligence
Center has had a significant presence in the region employing
more than 1,400 service members and civilians. Also housed at
Rivanna Station are the Defense Intelligence Agency and
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.

EURO-COMPOSITES is the general supplier of KEVLAR
honeycomb for  the Joint Strike Fighter (F-35) of Lockheed and is
one of two companies worldwide with the capability to produce
glass fiber honeycomb with aviation authorization.

Northrop Grumman  manufactures safe, efficient, and reliable
navigation solutions for the commercial and defense maritime
industries.

With a recent expansion, L3Harris, is a world-recognized
aerospace and defense leader, providing propulsion and energetics
to its space, missile defense, strategic, tactical missile and
armaments customers throughout the world.

Eiden Systems‘ high quality IT consulting has earned the firm
numerous Department of Defense honors including the
Commanders Award, Excellence.gov Award, and Medallion Award.

CACI Enterprise Solutions is one of the many defense
contractor branch locations that have been able to capitalize on the
migration of government agencies to the Central Virginia region.

MRI Global is an independent, nonprofit organization performing
contract research for government and industry in a variety of areas,
including national security and defense.

CENTRAL VIRGINIA
ADVANTAGES

National Ground Intelligence Center


	FACT SHEET
	ADVANCED MANUFACTURING
	Central Virginia is the heart of Virginia, a business friendly, right-to-work state, and home to more than 280 manufacturing companies employing more than 6,100 people. Opportunities abound to manufacture and deliver goods and services by leveraging connectivity to four interstates, rail freight service, and the Port of Virginia.
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	WE’RE GROWING!
	276
	5,877
	$71,986
	$900 Million



	CENTRAL VIRGINIA ADVANTAGES
	The Central Virginia region is about 100 miles southwest of Washington, D.C., and provides access to more than half of the U.S.  population and most major markets within 750 miles - most within a one-day delivery by truck.
	Central Virginia offers convenient access to the Port of Virginia, the deepest shipping channel on the East Coast; and, excellent rail connectivity through Norfolk Southern and CSX with rail served sites located throughout the region.
	As one of Virginia’s five strategically placed Foreign Trade Zones, Central Virginia’s FTZ #185 allows companies involved in international commerce to improve the cost competitiveness of their U.S.-based operations.
	Manufacturing firms benefit from generous local incentives for qualifying firms, including cash grants, loan guarantees, tax rebates, and training funds and a favorable business structure, demonstrated by a low manufacturing tax structure.
	DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF SUCCESS
	EURO-COMPOSITES is the general supplier of KEVLAR honeycomb for the Joint Strike Fighter (F-35) of Lockheed and is one of two companies worldwide with the capability to produce glass fiber honeycomb with aviation authorization.
	Northrop Grumman manufactures navigation devices and provides safe, efficient, and reliable navigation solutions for the commercial and defense maritime industries.
	Virginia Diodes, Inc., originated locally in a University of Virginia lab and has grown to more than 200 employees. VDI produces electromagnetic spectrum measurement equipment used in applications such as 6G communications, automotive radar, weather sensing, and radio astronomy.
	Klöckner Pentaplast produces vinyl and plastic films including hard packs for batteries and blister packs for medical and other products in Central Virginia.
	Founded in 1942, L3Harris, is a world-recognized aerospace and defense leader providing propulsion and energetics to its space, missile defense, strategic, tactical missile and armaments customers throughout the world.
	Mann+Hummel (Tri-Dim Filter Corporation) manufactures HVAC filtration products to control airborne viruses and bacteria. They strive to be CO2-neutral by 2050.
	Laser Thermal manufactures precision instruments of thermal conductivity measurements of materials, focusing on thin films.
	FACT SHEET

	BIOSCIENCES & MEDICAL DEVICES
	The University of Virginia is increasingly focused on supporting enterprising faculty and innovative entrepreneurs as they discover, invest, and develop new life science technologies. The upshot is a dynamic entrepreneurial ecosystem that attracts the best and the brightest and offers opportunities for companies seeking access to expert faculty and advanced research technology
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	GROWTH CATALYST
	180
	3,295
	$104,038
	$1.2 Billion



	CENTRAL VIRGINIA ADVANTAGES
	With 1.3 million square feet of lab and research space, the University of Virginia (UVA) produces innovative research discoveries with the potential to address critical issues in medicine and life sciences and offers access to world class faculty experts.
	Several life sciences companies, such as AgroSpheres and InBio, launched due to entrepreneurial support services at UVA.
	Two research parks support UVA’s academic and research activities and foster relationships with commercial and industrial interests. North Fork - A UVA Discovery Park, a 562-acre, fully master planned, mixed-use development, is located less than one mile from the Charlottesville Albemarle Airport. The Fontaine Research Park, a 54-acre, master planned development, is close to the University’s grounds.
	AgroSpheres, Inc.
	Virginia Distillery Company

	DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF SUCCESS
	FACT SHEET
	BUSINESS & FINANCIAL SERVICES
	The Business and Financial Services industry is the largest industry group in the region, employing more than 12,000 people. The presence of an extensive fiber optics network and redundant, low cost electric power have contributed to the area’s desirability for data centers and other companies with strict technology infrastructure requirements.
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	1,804
	12,293
	$96,834
	$ 4.1 Billion



	CENTRAL VIRGINIA ADVANTAGES
	Multiple telecommunications networks and electrical power providers, including Dominion Energy, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative, Central Virginia Electric Cooperative, Century Link and Ting, provide robust, redundant fiber optics networks.
	The Business and Financial Services sector’s growth in the region outpaced industry and national trends and the trend is expected to continue.
	The University of Virginia (UVA) features the top ranked Darden School of Business offering MBAs, PhDs, and executive education programs. UVA’s McIntire School of Commerce offers  undergraduates and graduates concentrations in fields such as Accounting, Finance, Information Technology, and Management.
	DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF SUCCESS
	Equinix Culpeper Data Center is one of the most secure and technologically sophisticated data centers on the eastern seaboard.
	S&P Global Market Intelligence, headquartered in Charlottesville, is a leading provider of financial and industry data, including energy, finance, healthcare, technology, and more.
	National Audio-Visual Conservation Center, also known as the Packard Campus for Audio-Visual Conservation, is the single site for the Library of Congress to store all 6.3 million pieces of the library’s movie, television ,and sound collections dating to the 1890's.
	SWIFT is a member-owned cooperative through which the financial world conducts its business operations with speed, certainty, and confidence, exchanging messages for financial institutions and corporations in over 200 countries and territories and serving more than 11,000 institutions.
	Merkle, Inc., is a leading technology-enabled, data-drive customer experience management company serving Fortune 1000 companies and leading non-profit organizations.
	CFA Institute, headquartered in Charlottesville, VA, is a global association of investment specialists providing financial professionals with training that leads to seven possible certifications, such as Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA).
	FACT SHEET

	DEFENSE AND NATIONAL SECURITY
	Central Virginia offers a robust and growing defense and security sector due to the region’s proximity to Washington, D.C., and to the significant presence of the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), the National Ground Intelligence Center (NGIC) and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) at Rivanna Station.
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	CENTRAL VIRGINIA ADVANTAGES
	Proximity to national defense industry centered in Washington, D.C.
	Robust, redundant fiber optics network; multiple telecommunications networks and electrical power providers including Dominion Energy, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative, Central Virginia Electric Cooperative, CenturyLink and Ting.
	The University of Virginia’s School of Engineering and Applied Science has expertise in aerospace technologies, national security applications, information technology, advanced materials, and energy technologies.
	North Fork  UVA Discovery Park,  a 562-acre, fully master planned, mixed-use development zoned for up to 3.7 million square feet of development, is located less than two miles from Rivanna Station and the Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport. North Fork is home to intelligence-gathering government contractors such as SAIC, CACI, Booz Allen & Hamilton, and Battelle.
	The Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development’s Defense Affairs Committee plays a leading role in advocating for and strengthening support for economic vitality in region’s defense industry.
	National Ground Intelligence Center

	DEMONSTRATED RECORD OF SUCCESS
	For more than half a century, the National Ground Intelligence Center has had a significant presence in the region employing more than 1,400 service members and civilians. Also housed at Rivanna Station are the Defense Intelligence Agency and National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.
	EURO-COMPOSITES is the general supplier of KEVLAR honeycomb for  the Joint Strike Fighter (F-35) of Lockheed and is one of two companies worldwide with the capability to produce glass fiber honeycomb with aviation authorization.
	Northrop Grumman  manufactures safe, efficient, and reliable navigation solutions for the commercial and defense maritime industries.
	With a recent expansion, L3Harris, is a world-recognized aerospace and defense leader, providing propulsion and energetics to its space, missile defense, strategic, tactical missile and armaments customers throughout the world.
	Eiden Systems‘ high quality IT consulting has earned the firm numerous Department of Defense honors including the Commanders Award, Excellence.gov Award, and Medallion Award.
	CACI Enterprise Solutions is one of the many defense contractor branch locations that have been able to capitalize on the migration of government agencies to the Central Virginia region.
	MRI Global is an independent, nonprofit organization performing contract research for government and industry in a variety of areas, including national security and defense.



