CENTRAL VIRGINIA

FACT SHEET

MADISON
COUNTY

Madison County was chartered in
December 1792 well after the earliest
colonists had settled the area. It was
named for the Madison family that
produced one of our nation’s early
presidents, James Madison. Home
to award-winning wineries,
Virginia’s first historic farm
brewery, various agribusinesses,
and forest and wood product
companies, Madison County is the
perfect setting for a balance between

quality of life and an excellent Q U I C K F A CT S

business location.
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MADISON COUNTY
ADVANTAGES

e Proximity to transportation: US 29 runs
directly through Madison County
providing easy access to I-66, I-64, I-
95 and I-81. Distance to
Charlottesville Albemarle Airport
is 20 miles and Dulles International
Airportis'74 miles.

e Accessto well-trained workforce,
loyal employees, and a vast labor
pool with over 340,000 people living
within 30 miles of the county, and 2.5
million living within 60 miles.

¢ Germanna Community College’s
Daniel Technology Center is located
just 20 minutes from Madison County
and top-ranted University of Virginia
isless than 45 minutes away.

e The rural nature of Madison County
provides access to hiking, fishing and
camping. Madison County is home to
Old Rag Mountain and White Oak
Canyon Falls, both located in the
Shenandoah National Park.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Labor Force Participation Rate 61.0%
Median Age 46.4
Median Household Income $84,323
Median House Value $370,300
Mean Commute Time 29.0 min

Madison County Contact:

Tracey W. Gardner

Economic Development & Tourism

Director

Early Mountain Vineyards

TARGET INDUSTRIES

e Agribusiness, Food Processing &
Technology
e Business & Financial Services
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110 N. Main Street
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540-948-7560
tgardner@madisonco.virginia.gov




	FACT SHEET
	ALBEMARLE COUNTY
	Best known for its natural beauty, historic sites, and the University of Virginia, Albemarle County is also an ideal place to locate or expand a business. Albemarle County offers businesses a highly educated and skilled workforce, exceptional transportation infrastructure, and an incomparable quality of life.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.4%
	180,249
	Unemployment rate
	Population within 30 minutes

	$74,340
	62.4%
	Average annual wages
	Population with bachelor’s degree or higher
	Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development 1001 Research Park Blvd, Suite 301 Charlottesville, VA 22911
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	ALBEMARLE COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Albemarle County partners with the University of Virginia and Piedmont Virginia Community College to unite the university’s intellectual firepower with Albemarle’s highly educated workforce, leading to unique opportunities for businesses in the area.
	The County is home to two UVA research parks, North Fork and Fontaine Research Park, that support vibrant biotechnology and life sciences communities and the intelligence and national security ecosystem.
	Albemarle County benefits from excellent road, rail, and air transportation. Albemarle has multiple access points to I-64, offering businesses easy access to I-95 and I-81. US Routes 29 and 250 also run through Albemarle.
	The Charlottesville Albemarle Airport (CHO) located in the county, offers over 50 daily non-stop flights to and from Charlotte, New York, Washington, Atlanta, and Chicago. Amtrak offers daily service between Charlottesville and Washington, D.C.
	Albemarle County has a significant intelligence and national security presence that contributes $1.2 billion of regional economic impact annually. The county has invested in Rivanna Futures, a 172-acre development area to create the Intelligence & National Innovation Acceleration Campus (INSAIC) where private sector, public sector, and academic users will collaborate. Between North Fork and Rivanna Futures are 371 acres of commercial/industrial land available.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	61.3% 39.7 $104,392 $495,400 22.2 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Biotechnology & Life Sciences
	Food Processing & Agribusiness
	Intelligence & National Security

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Albemarle County Contact:
	Emily Kilroy Director of Economic Development
	401 McIntire Rd., Suite 130 Charlottesville, VA 22902 434-972-4016 economicdevelopment@albemarle.org
	FACT SHEET



	CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE
	The City of Charlottesville is home to a diverse economy, including business and financial services, bioscience, health services, and technology firms. Businesses benefit from Charlottesville’s strategic location, excellent road, rail and air transportation, a highly educated workforce, the University of Virginia, and exceptional quality of life in a small metro setting with natural beauty and outdoor recreation.

	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.1%
	180,249
	Unemployment rate
	Population within 30 minutes

	$75,344
	65.0%
	Average annual wages
	Population with bachelor’s degree or higher
	Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development 1001 Research Park Blvd, Suite 301 Charlottesville, VA 22911
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!



	CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE ADVANTAGES
	Charlottesville is home to the University of Virginia and is poised to unite the University’s intellectual firepower with Charlottesville’s highly educated workforce, leading to unique opportunities for businesses in the area. The University’s innovative research and entrepreneurial support encourage Charlottesville businesses’ diversity and success.
	Charlottesville has multiple access points to Interstate 64, offering businesses easy access to I-95 and I-81; US Routes 29 and 250 also run through Charlottesville.
	Charlottesville is home to one of the longest and most successful pedestrian malls in the nation, which is located in the beautiful and historic downtown area. In 2026, the Downtown Mall is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
	Charlottesville has been voted Best Place to Live in America, Best Digital City, Best Place to Start a Small Business and more!
	The entire Charlottesville footprint has a Technology Zone designation, allowing the city to offer incentives to technology companies looking to do business here.
	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Biosciences & Medical Devices
	Business & Financial Services
	Defense & National Security
	Information Technology

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	64.6% 33.1 $74,824 $486,700 17.0 min
	Charlottesville Contact:
	Chris Engel Director of Economic Development
	610 East Market Street Charlottesville, VA 22902 434-970-3110 engel@charlottesville.gov
	FACT SHEET




	CULPEPER COUNTY
	Discover a place where light-speed business and star-filled skies coexist beautifully. In Culpeper, you’ll find the advantages needed for your business to thrive: innovative workforce development programs, exceptional real estate values, abundant power supply, robust fiber optics and a truly outstanding quality of life.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.6%
	139,269
	Unemployment rate
	Population within 20 miles

	$56,564
	57.2%
	Average annual wages
	Population with some college
	Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development 1001 Research Park Blvd, Suite 301 Charlottesville, VA 22911
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	CULPEPER COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Culpeper’s location and utility infrastructure is ready to handle data center growth. Upgraded electricity as well as extensive and diverse fiber optic networks help power high-tech firms.
	Culpeper’s diverse and growing workforce starts in public schools with its $17 million technical education center. Combined with other workforce development programming, Culpeper promises a labor force ready to work with its hands.
	Culpeper offers convenient access to the nation’s leading markets. Culpeper is located just an hour south of Washington, DC, and 40 minutes from Charlottesville, VA. Culpeper also offers convenient access to a number of interstate highways including I-95, 30 miles east; I-66, 42 miles north; I-64, 49 miles south; and I-81, 50 miles west.
	As one of Virginia’s five strategically-placed Foreign Trade Zones, Culpeper’s FTZ allows companies involved in international commerce to improve the cost competitiveness of their U.S.-based operations.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	64.0% 39.1 $100,049 $409,200 35.9 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Advanced Manufacturing
	Business & Financial Services
	Defense & National Security
	Information Technology

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Culpeper County Contact:
	Bryan Rothamel Director of Economic Development
	803 South Main Street Culpeper, VA 22701 540-229-7893 brothamel@culpepercounty.gov
	FACT SHEET




	FLUVANNA COUNTY
	Fluvanna County has been a significant part of Virginia economic development since its inception in 1777. It continues that tradition today. Its central location, quality lifestyle, and pro-business environment are only part of the reason that make Fluvanna County the ideal location for businesses seeking to join a growing economic community.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.3%
	176,728
	Unemployment rate
	Population within 20 miles

	$54,187
	66.4%
	Average annual wages
	Population with some college
	Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development 1001 Research Park Blvd, Suite 301 Charlottesville, VA 22911
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	FLUVANNA COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Local employers draw from a substantial labor force with a high degree of training from nearby institutions of higher learning. The availability of shopping, cultural, and recreational opportunities in Charlottesville and Richmond, along with the abundance of natural unspoiled countryside, create an enjoyable setting for a high standard of living among friendly neighbors.
	Interstate 64 intersects the County at its northern tip and runs east-west, providing direct access to Richmond and Hampton Roads. U.S. Route 15, a major north-south highway runs through the center of the County, and State Route 6, runs east-west. Both Interstates 95 and 81 are within 45 minutes of the County.
	Several major universities and two-year institutions, including top-ranked University of Virginia and Piedmont Virginia Community College, are within a 30 minute drive.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	60.6% 43.5 $96,768 $314,100 32.0 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Advanced Manufacturing
	Agribusiness, Food Processing & Technology
	Business & Financial Services
	Forest & Wood Products
	Health Services
	Transportation & Logistics

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Fluvanna County Contact:
	Jennifer L. Schmack Economic Development Director
	132 Main Street Palmyra, VA 22763 434-591-1921 jschmack@fluvannacounty.org
	FACT SHEET




	GREENE COUNTY
	With the backdrop of the majestic Blue Ridge Mountains, Greene County is a prime location for service industries, including defense and security services, retail, and light industrial development. With room for growth and expansion, Greene County is the ideal location for businesses seeking to join a growing economic community.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.1%
	193,269
	Unemployment rate
	Population within 20 miles

	$44,096
	59.8%
	Average annual wages
	Population with some college
	Central Virginia Partnership for Economic Development 1001 Research Park Blvd, Suite 301 Charlottesville, VA 22911
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	GREENE COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Centered at the crossroads between two major highways, U.S. 29 and U.S. 33, Greene County is only 100 miles southwest of Washington, DC, 20 miles north of downtown Charlottesville and 78 miles northwest of Richmond. Greene is also close to I-64 and I-81, and is only four miles from the Charlottesville Albemarle Airport.
	The close proximity to the University of Virginia and James Madison University, as well as Greene's branch of the Piedmont Virginia Community College brings higher education opportunities to county residents and accelerated training programs to prospective businesses. This state-of-the-art facility is prepared to enhance the skills of Greene County’s workforce to better support businesses in the new economy.
	The County’s central location also makes it a convenient tourist hub, providing a relaxing setting, picturesque mountain views, and a temperate climate with welcoming inns, select wineries, and gracious dining.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	66.4% 40.3 $89,808 $343,300 32.3 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Biosciences & Medical Devices
	Defense & National Security
	Health Services
	Information Technology

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Greene County Contact:
	Alan Yost Economic Development & Tourism Director
	9157 Seminole Trail Ruckersville, VA 22968 434-985-6663 ayost@gcva.us
	FACT SHEET



	LOUISA COUNTY
	Louisa County is the commercial, industrial and quality of life connection point between Greater Richmond and Charlottesville. The county is perfectly positioned along the I-64 corridor, which is experiencing rapid commercial growth. With its pro-business climate, strategic transportation infrastructure, skilled workforce, and room for growth and expansion, Louisa County is an excellent place to locate or expand a business.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.9%
	94,717
	$62,245
	58.9%



	LOUISA COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Interstate 64 forms the backbone of Louisa County, providing 20 miles of interstate with four interchanges along the way. The County is located halfway between Interstates 95 and 81, both major north/south transportation corridors.
	Louisa County’s business-friendly approach helped recruit AWS to build two data center campuses, investing  more than $11 billion. More recently, data center company EdgeCore Digital Infrastructure purchased Shannon Hill Regional Business Park for a $17 billion investment.
	Several major universities and two-year institutions are within an hour’s drive, including the top-ranked University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University, University of Richmond, Virginia State, Virginia Union, Mary Washington, Longwood, Randolph Macon, Piedmont Virginia Community College, and Germanna Community College.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	63.1% 44.8 $86,689 $315,300 35.7min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Agribusiness, Food Processing & Technology
	Business & Financial Services
	Chemicals & Plastics
	Forest & Wood Products
	Advanced Manufacturing
	Transportation & Logistics

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Louisa County Contact:
	Andy Wade Director of Economic Development
	1 Woolfolk Avenue Louisa, VA 23093 540-967-4581 awade@louisacounty.gov
	FACT SHEET



	MADISON COUNTY
	Madison County was chartered in December 1792 well after the earliest colonists had settled the area. It was named for the Madison family that produced one of our nation’s early presidents, James Madison. Home to award-winning wineries, Virginia’s first historic farm brewery, various agribusinesses, and forest and wood product companies, Madison County is the perfect setting for a balance between quality of life and an excellent business location.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.5%
	120,079
	$51,016
	53.1%
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	MADISON COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Proximity to transportation: US 29 runs directly through Madison County providing easy access to I-66, I-64, I-95 and I-81. Distance to Charlottesville Albemarle Airport is 20 miles and Dulles International Airport is 74 miles.
	Access to well-trained workforce, loyal employees, and a vast labor pool with over 340,000 people living within 30 miles of the county, and 2.5 million living within 60 miles.
	Germanna Community College’s Daniel Technology Center is located just 20 minutes from Madison County and top-ranted University of Virginia is less than 45 minutes away.
	The rural nature of Madison County provides access to hiking, fishing and camping. Madison County is home to Old Rag Mountain and White Oak Canyon Falls, both located in the Shenandoah National Park.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	61.0% 46.4 $84,323 $370,300 29.0 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Agribusiness, Food Processing & Technology
	Business & Financial Services

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Madison County Contact:
	Tracey W. Gardner Economic Development & Tourism Director
	110 N. Main Street Madison, VA 22727 540-948-7560 tgardner@madisonco.virginia.gov
	FACT SHEET



	NELSON COUNTY
	Bordered by the first 30 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway and the James River, Nelson County balances economic growth with exceptional natural beauty. This balance is exemplified by the world class breweries, cideries, distilleries, and wineries that flourish in Nelson County. Nelson is the ideal location for companies seeking to do business in the midst of incredible natural beauty without sacrificing access to transportation infrastructure and a skilled workforce.
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	QUICK FACTS
	3.4%
	45,089
	$49,377
	60.6%
	Make Central Virginia the location for your next Bold venture!




	NELSON COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Unlike many rural counties, Nelson County residents and businesses have access to over 450 miles of fiber and active circuits which runs through the center of the County, offering highspeed internet to more than 6,200 homes and businesses, bringing the benefits of advanced information technology infrastructure to Nelson County’s idyllic and pastoral setting.
	Nelson County boasts direct access to I-64 and is a 15 minute drive from I-81. The county sits less than 40 miles from both the Charlottesville Albemarle Airport and the Lynchburg Regional Airport.
	Several major universities and two-year institutions, including top-ranked University of Virginia, and Piedmont Virginia Community College are within an hour's drive.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	54.3% 51.3 $72,589 $321,700 30.3 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Agribusiness, Food Processing & Technology
	Business & Financial Services
	Forest & Wood Products

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Nelson County Contact:
	Maureen Kelley Director of Economic Development & Tourism
	8519 Thomas Nelson Highway Lovingston, VA 22949 434-263-7015 makelley@nelsoncounty.org
	FACT SHEET



	ORANGE COUNTY
	CENTRAL VIRGINIA
	Orange County’s rural character blends seamlessly with its strong base of manufacturing, defense, and agribusiness employers. Companies benefit from a dedicated and stable workforce that is drawn to the area’s natural beauty, cultural amenities, and high quality of life. With a proven track record of business success and a supportive, business‑friendly environment, Orange County offers an ideal location for companies seeking to start, grow, or expand in Central Virginia.
	QUICK FACTS
	3.8%
	140,198
	$51,183
	52.6%



	ORANGE COUNTY ADVANTAGES
	Served by an excellent transportation network of major U.S. highways which allow easy access to all points north, south, east, and west. The County is 12 miles from I-64 and 14 miles from I-95.
	Access to a well-trained workforce, loyal employees, and a vast labor pool with over 350,000 people living within 30 miles of the County, and 1.7 million living within 60 miles.
	Several major universities and two-year institutions, with both the top-ranked University of Virginia and University of Mary Washington within an hour's drive, and Germanna Community College within Orange County.
	Enjoy the scenic beauty of the Blue Ridge Mountains and Orange County's rural countryside with cultural, recreational, and historical attractions that further highlight the physical setting of the County.
	DEMOGRAPHICS
	Labor Force Participation Rate Median Age Median Household Income Median House Value Mean Commute Time
	61.2% 42.1 $94,008 $364,200 37.0 min

	TARGET INDUSTRIES
	Agribusiness, Food Processing & Technology
	Defense & National Security
	Health Services
	Advanced Manufacturing
	Transportation & Logistics
	Information Technology

	MAJOR EMPLOYERS
	Orange County Contact:
	Julie Perry Director of Economic Development & Tourism
	109 West Main Street Orange, VA 22960 540-661-5324 jperry@orangecountyva.gov



